Through the generosity of John D. Rockefeller, Jr., the Museum's already outstanding collection of oriental rugs has been enriched by five magnificent Persian silk rugs of the so-called Polish, or Polonaise, type. Brocaded with silver and silver-gilt threads, they represent the most luxurious products of Persian looms of the first half of the seventeenth century.
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As a number of carpets of this type came from noble Polish families and also bear Polish coats of arms, they were regarded for some time as having been made in Poland. But this theory was long ago discarded, and it is generally ac- 
